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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


As  affecting  agricultural  interests,  the  month  of  Septeiuher  Was  not  un¬ 
usual,  or  of  material,  significance  far  as  temperat^ures  were  cnncerned,  tut 
there  were  some  important  and  far-reaching  aspect's  with  regard  to  fhe  moisture 
■;  situation.  The  first  part  of  the,  month  was  ahnormally  warm  in  .the  Eastern 
States,  and  the  wedc  ending  Septemher  20  had  considerably  above  average  tempera¬ 
ture  for  the  season  in  all  Central  States  from  the  ili ssissippi  River  ^iTestward 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Qthervdse,  ten^jeratures,  as  a  rule,  were  nean  normal,  in 
practically  all  sections  of  the  country.  Local”  areas  in  the  upper  Mississippi 
and  the  Rio  Grande  Tolleys  had  a  coii5)aravtively  cn  j1  September,  with  the  average 
montlily  temperature  from  2"  to  4''  subnornol,  but  in  nearly  all  other  sections 
the  avera,ges  ran  from  about  I'e  belov/  normal  to  1°  above. 

The  last  half  of  September  Usually  brings  frost  to  the  Northern  States, 

By  the  first  of  October,  in  an  average  year;  killing  frost  may  be  empected  in  the 
Appalachian  Mountain  sections  as  far*,  south  as  Maryland,  and  farther  west  to  south- 
.pentral  Michigan,"  the  southern  parts  of 'Wisconsin  and  I, hnnesota,  southeastern 
South  Dakota,  and  central  Nebraska.  _  During  the  month  of  October,  the  frost  line 
umially  extends  southward  to  s oh thern  North  Carolina,  the  northern  portions  of 
.  Geor^a,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  central'  Arkansas,  and  southern  01cLahor.v?..  It 
.  does  not  usually  occur  in  the  extreme  South  until  around  the  first  of  December, 
Thu-s,  frost  may  be  expected  in  the  more  northern  sections  of  the  United  States 
some  two '.roonths  or  more  before  it  usually  occurs  in  the  extreme  South.  So  far 
'this  year  "the  frosts  that  have  occurred  in’  the  North  came  at  about  the  usual- 
date,  mostly  a  little  later  than  the  average.  However,  freezing  weather  is 're¬ 
ported  this  morning  as  far  South  as  southern  Kansas,  An  unusually  small  amo'unt 
of  harm  has  been  done,  because  crr>ps  riatured  rapidly  this  year,  and  were  practi¬ 
cally  aJl  safe  when  the  frost  came.  The  only  harm  ha.s  been  to  tender  vegetakion, 
such  as  late  gardens  and  the  like. 

With  regard  to  rainfall,  recent  conditions  have  been  decidedly  irregular. 
In  the  Atlantic  area,  especially  in  the  Stakes  from  North  Carolina  to  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania,  the  last  fo’ur  months  have  been  very  drj^,  resulting  in  one  of 
the  worst  drou^ts  of  record  in  many  planes.  For  example,  the  rainfall  at  Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  for  the  four  months  from  June  to  September,  was  only  56  per  cent  of 
normal;  at  Richmond,  Va,,  44  per  cent,  and  Lynchburg,  48,  In  this  middle  Atlantic 
area,  late  crops  were  badly  daj'oaged,  gardens  failed,  pastures  dried  up,  and 
streams  anid  wells  have  become  very  low,  with  a  water  shortage  for  stock  and  domes¬ 
tic  purposes  in  some  places. 

When  we  cross  the  Appalachian  Mountains  and  enter  the  Great  Central  Valleys, 
a  very  different  picture  comes  to  view,  with  a  r-Tuch  more  favorable  outlook.  There 
has  been  -sufficient  moist-ure  to  maintain  the  soil  in  sakisfactory  shape  over  a 
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large  area  in  the  central  portion  of  the  country,  including  the  Ohio,  raiddle 
Mississippi,  and  lower  Missouri  Valleys,  and  extending  westward  to  about  the  cen¬ 
tral  portions  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  There  are  '  local  exceptions  principally 
in  the  eastern  Ohio  Valley,  In  this  large  and  important  agricultural  area,  sum¬ 
mer  and  fall  crops  developed  well,  the  soil  has  contined  in  mostly  favorable  con¬ 
dition  for  plowing  and  the  preparation  of  seed  beds;  and  the  seeding  of  winter 
wheat  is  now  progressing  satisfactorily.  The  corn  crop  has  matured  practically 
everywhere,  with  much  already  cut  in  the  Ohio  Valley,  and  hus]d.ng  in  Iowa.  There 
is  some  complaint  of  dampness  causing  com  to  mold  in  parts  of  the  Ohio  Valley, 
and  grain  is  largely  too  moist  to  crib  in  upper  Mississippi  Valley  districts. 

Passing  farther  west,  we  find  another  dry  area,  which  covers  nearly  all 
sections  from  the  pacific  coast  eastward  to,  a  north-south  line  drawn  rou^ly 
from  central  OlcLahoma  to  the  Canadian  boundary.  The  dry  area  includes  the  west- 
.ern  part  of  the  \7inter  ’.Iheat  Belt  where  it  is  much  too  dry  for  seeding,  and 
also  the  important  wheat  country  of  ’  the  Pacific  Northwest,  which  is  extremely 
dry,  and  ivheat  can  be  sown  only  in  beds  of  dust.  A  large  area  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  had" an  entirely  rainless  September. 

In  contrast  to  this  di^mess,  very  heavy  rains  have  occurred  in  parts  of 
the  Southwest,  , especially  western  Texas  and  southern  New  Mexico,  resulting  in 
rather  serious  flood  conditions 'in  the  Rio  Qrande.  Agricultural  damage  has  been 
confined  mostly  to  minor  crops  and  a  small  citrus  acreage  in  lower  valley,  sec¬ 
tions.  In  other  parts  of  the  South,  September  weather  was  mostly  favorable,  es¬ 
pecially  for  fall  tiaick  and  pastures.  Cotton  developed  rapidly,  and  picking 
and  ginning  advanced  fairly  well  in  most  plCvCes,  thougu  in  some  sections  there 
was  considerable  interruption  by  wet  weather,  which  v/as  fa,vorable  also  for  weevil 
activity.  Citrus  fruit  in  Florida,  the  G-ulf  States,  and  Californiaj-  have  been 
favored  and  or e^. developing  well,  but  apples  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  are.  ripening 
too  fast,  .because  of  continued  dryness  and  warm  weather,  while  drou^t  has  harmed 
the  apple  crop-  considerably  in  the  heavy  prodicing  Sii  enan  do  ah- Cumber  lan.d  Valley 
section  of  the  East.  G-enerally  speaking,  fall  work  on  forms  is  well  in  hail d, 
except  in  the  areas  where  it  is  too  dry  to  plow  and  seed. 


